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Program description including the formation program abroad: 
 
To improve the conservation status of endemic endangered species is one of the main goals of the European 
Habitat Directive (CEE 43/92). This objective requires skills related:  
- to assess and improve the quality of habitats so that they can support a viable population of target species 
through different and appropriate techniques according to international standards; 
- to collect target species germplasm, without affecting the natural reproductive potential of the donor 
population, process and store it for long-term conservation; 
- to propagate target species, using seed germination laboratories and nurseries; 
- to (re)introduce/reinforce the populations of target species as appropriate; 
- to monitor and maintain optimal conditions for the survival of the translocated material. 
These activities can also make it possible: 
- to develop protocols and guidelines for the management of Natura 2000 sites to ensure conditions favorable 
to the long-term survival of each target species; 
- to boost economic development in the plant production sector introducing native species as garden plants. 
The PhD theme is dedicated to the development of activities and training within the LIFE Seedforce project, 
with particular regard to the target species of Ligurian vascular flora included in Annex 2 of the European 
directive 43/92.  
Techniques: study of habitats, population genetics, plant propagation, plant translocation, conservation of 
threatened plant species. 
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